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INDIA’S BLINDNESS CHALLENGE

« World’s largest blind population lives in India

« 12M people in India are totally blind

« 80% of the blindness can be easily cured

» Most of them cannot afford even basic eye
care services.

ABOUT SANKARA EYE FOUNDATION (SEF)

SEF, USA, founded in 1998 in San Jose,
California and SEF, India, founded in 1977 in
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, have been working
together towards eradicating curable blindness
in India for over two decades by providing free
high quality eye care to those in need through
super specialty eye care hospitals.

Starting with only one hospital performing
about 8,000 free eye surgeries in 1998, today,
SEF, USA has grown to 11 Sankara Eye hospitals
and 10 partner hospitals performing over
215,000 surgeries per year.

VISION 2030 INITIATIVE

A Million Free Eye Surgeries Per Year
by 2030!

To arrest the growth of blindness in India, SEF,
USA has set a goal to perform one million free
eye surgeries annually by the year 2030. This
will be achieved through expanding the
capacity of our Sankara Eye Hospitals and
partnering with other eligible eye care
hospitals as well as obtaining support from
like-minded organizations,
such as lIT-IIT (lITians for
Influencing India’s
Transformation).

Currently, SEF, USA is
expanding capacity at Guntur
and Kanpur Hospitals and
expanding partner hospital,
H.V. Desai in Pune and Solapur.
New hospitals are coming up
in Hyderabad, Varanasi (UP)
and with our partner, Akhand
Jyoti Eye Hospital in Bihar.
Fundraising for these hospitals
is in full swing.

GIFT OF VISION:
The Rural Outreach Program

Sankara takes eye care to the doorsteps of
rural India by conducting eye camps in villages
within 300 km radius around the base hospital.
At the camps, the patients are examined and
screened; those needing surgery are brought
back to the base hospital for surgery. Free
transportation, food and lodging are provided
for patients during hospitalization. They also
receive systematic follow-up, ensuring effective
post-operative care.

The SEF hospitals work on 80:20 model
where 20% of the paid surgeries fund 80% of

the free surgeries. This model ensures that
hospitals fund themselves once the self-
sufficiency is reached.

IMPACT ON COMMUNITY

Fostering Economic Independence:
Putting a portion of the rural poor back into
the work force by restoring their vision.

Rescuing the Future:
Giving young children a productive future for
themselves as well as society.

Empowering Women:

Recruiting and training young women from
under privileged families as Vision Care
Technicians for staffing our base hospital and
giving them independence to support
themselves and their families.

PREVENTATIVE CARE

Customized preventative programs have been
developed to screen children of various age
groups.

Rainbow is an ongoing screening program for
children in government schools to identify and
treat undetected visual defects for free.

Our Maithri and Swagatham programs serve
pre-schoolers and newborn children.

2.2 million free eye surgeries and counting
Top 4-star rating from Charity Navigator
44 years of experience

11 state-of-the are SEF hospitals and

8 partner hospitals across India

“Best in the field” doctors and paramedics
Over 98% success rate for cataract
surgeries

VOLUNTEER

Become an ambassador and raise awareness
Develop partnerships with other organizations
Help organize and participate in events

DONATE

Donate for Surgeries:

Open 100 eyes
(100 Cataract Surgeries)

Open an Eye a Week for One Year
(50 Cataract Surgeries)

Open an Eye a Month
(12 Cataract Surgeries)

Donate for New Hospital Infrastructure:

Become a Partner-in-Service and receive a
special recognition at the hospital entrance.

Sponsor a facility room and get a personalized
plague at the entrance of the sponsored room

Become a Founding Donor and have your name
or your loved ones' inscribed on the Wall of
Founders




